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This book argues for the inclusion of a cognitive psychological component in the analysis of theme and rheme,
the basic building blocks of the message structure of language. The inference-boundary (IB) model is presented
and justified as an explanatory model of the message structure of the clause and, above it, the text. It views theme
as an element that is capable of generating a boundary of acceptability within which it is permissible for the
rheme to occur. It explains why and how an initial element is considered to be thematic. The IB model also
acknowledges the operation of a principle - the principle of acceptable message development - that underlies all
that we say and write. This principle forms the basis of a simple test to identify and delimit the thematic portion.

Contents: Major approaches to thematic studies - Controversies surrounding the Hallidayan approach -
Respondent study on theme and rheme - On schemata and inferences - Inference-boundary model - Themes of
texts.

The Author: Leong Ping, Alvin, is an Assistant Professor at the National Institute of Education (Nanyang
Technological University, Singapore). He obtained a Ph.D. from the National University of Singapore (NUS) in
2001 under an NUS research scholarship. His current research interests are in systemic functional linguistics,
hypertext theory, and stylistics.
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